
   Report to Public Health November 2021 School Sports Partnerships in Salford (SSP) 

 

This report replaces the previous formats from 2019 and earlier and is linked to the previous 

‘infographic report’ published in late 2020. 

The focus is to provide a narrative of actions, including where other areas of work ‘cross-over’ but 

clearly provide context. This is also a unique report, written as we are still in the midst of a pandemic 
and therefore includes timeline information to illustrate the steps taken towards recovery. 

Background (Text taken from the Salford Physical Activity Framework) 

Salford has a School Sport Partnership (SSP) that exists to work with teachers to develop PE and 

School Sport and is led by teachers with over 60 years’ experience in Salford. It is grounded in 

education and has been hosted by All Hallows RC High School since 2001. It receives some small 

grants from the Youth Sport Trust, some National Governing Bodies (NGB’s) funding, school 

contributions and is commissioned by the Public Health Team. The SSP is not-for-profit, and funds 
are allocated to support schools. 

In 2021/22, 68 Salford primary schools (87%) are signed up to the School Sport Partnership. Schools 

benefit from a wide-ranging events programme and a professional development programme and 

this is needs based. An annual consultation is carried out with pupils and teachers.  

The SSP provides advice to schools on all matters relating to Physical Education and Physical Activity 

and also how to effectively spend the School Sport Premium. The SSP awards the School Games 

Mark that is an annual award that reflects commitment to the School Games and is a good indicator 
of school engagement in sport and physical activity.  

Timeline 

Early stages of the pandemic (March – September 2020) 

 Revision of ‘Move With’ programme to meet social distancing guidelines. 

 Moved the SSP assessment tool online. 

 Worked with regional and national colleagues to provide hundreds of physical activities and 

challenges daily and weekly. 

 Formed a virtual activity learning community with a representative from each area of 

Salford. 

 Consulted with young people on the effects of lockdown. 

 Lobbied for the extension of the Primary School Sport premium, worth £1.4 million annually 

to Salford schools. 

 Working with ‘Thrive in Education’ in Salford to provide an integrated approach to schools.  

 Advice to schools especially regarding safety, suitability, and provision for pupils whether in 

or out of school. 

 Completed the final cohort of teachers for the Level 5/6 qualification.  

 Rewarded and recognised schools for their commitments during this phase of the pandemic.  

 

‘Additional Restrictions’ Phase (September 2020 – March 2021) 

(Greater Manchester additional restrictions from 18/9/20, Tier 3 from 20/10/20, Tier 4 from 

30/12/20, school closures from after the Christmas break until 8/3/21) 

 Continued to provide and grow the remote learning offer for schools. 



   Report to Public Health November 2021 School Sports Partnerships in Salford (SSP) 

 

 Re-started our ‘support delivery’ to schools following Covid protocols. 

 Sustained this delivery in at least seven schools per week throughout, supporting pupils in 

and out of schools.  

 Launched an inclusive challenge alongside the virtual running challenges.  

 Had to cancel or postpone many regular events and CPD programme, including the 12th 

Annual Primary PE Conference (usually attended by 80 to 100 Salford teachers). 

 Utilised Zoom to provide regular PE Leads Meetings. 

 Held virtual CPD attended by over 50 schools, including a ‘Health and Safety (during Covid 

and beyond)’ course that was attended by 29 schools across two days.  

 Introduced the Healthy Lifestyles Programme (a Youth Sport Trust Programme) . 

 Offered a ‘virtual’ events and competitions programme to allow schools to comple te in 

‘bubbles’ on their premises.  

 Eight schools with over 2,500 runners still completed the Santa Dash despite restrictions in 

place (eight schools reported their figures, actual participation was higher).  

 9,044 pupils took part in at least one ‘athletic’ related challenge in the Autumn Term. 

 Provided resources to schools to support Mental Health Week via the Trello platform.   

 Worked to support partner organisation activities, such as Foundation 92’s Joy of Moving 

Festival, attended by 18 schools with 723 participants. 

 Launched ‘Naomi’s Challenge’ on 23/2/21. (See attachment as example). 

 Met regularly with colleagues in Public Health, Children’s Services and the Thrive network to 
provide a joined-up approach to ‘educational recovery’ and offer suitable support to schools. 

 

During the ‘return to school’ phase (April – July 2021) 

(Bubbles requirement for schools to be removed from September, announced 6/7/21) 

 Engaged Salford schools in the National (Schools Active Movement) Survey in April to 

provide evidence to government (see Appendix One). 

 Delivered a workshop at the Emotionally Friendly Settings Conference. (18/5/21) entitled 

‘Why getting the physical activity offer right is vital.’  

 Followed up this workshop with a Zoom briefing for schools, attended by 50 teachers. 

 Worked with Greater Sport and SCL to support schools to access Opening School Facilities 

funding, with two Salford schools receiving £10,000 each. 

 Regular meetings with CAMHS i-Reach, Youth Service and Thrive Board to develop pilots for 

Exercise on Prescription. 

 Delivered on the transition programme over the Whit break. 

 Started pilot Thrive work in schools, at Light Oaks Juniors. 

Report here:  

https://www.gmmoving.co.uk/news/a-whole-system-approach-to-using-physical-activity-to-

support-children-s-mental-wellbeing-in-salford 

 Delivery of Covid ‘secure’ events after consultation with schools, public health, and 

children’s services. 

 Six events in six weeks delivered to 61 schools and 784 pupils. (From 11/6/21 to 9/7/21). 

There was no delivery in the corresponding term in 2020.  

https://www.gmmoving.co.uk/news/a-whole-system-approach-to-using-physical-activity-to-support-children-s-mental-wellbeing-in-salford
https://www.gmmoving.co.uk/news/a-whole-system-approach-to-using-physical-activity-to-support-children-s-mental-wellbeing-in-salford
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 Delivery of a successful Mini-Conference at Hotel Football on Friday 25th June. (See 

Appendix Two)  

 Healthy Lifestyle Day with a range of activities and speakers, including Neil Danns.  

 Worked with organisations in Little Hulton to support the new BMX track, including sessions 

for schools and a ‘Launch Event’. 

 Supported the transition programme for pupils over the Summer Holidays by providing a 
range of physical activities to boost self-esteem and confidence. 

 

The New Academic Year (September 2021 onwards) 

To be reported on fully in the next report. Statistics available. 

 Events re-start. 

 Comprehensive survey carried out via Koboca completed by over 1,500 Salford pupils  to 

inform  physical activity role in education recvoery 

 Thrive Pilots continue. 

 CPD events offered, including for new PE Leads in Salford.  

 

CONCLUSION 

It has been an unprecedented time in schools, and there has been much missed. Surveys carried out 

clearly show the impact the pandemic has had an effect on physical activity levels and progress in 

physical education. As an SSP we have been able to reflect, spend time finding solutions with a wider 

range of agencies, and be a support for schools throughout. In the Summer Term, 784 pupils 

participated in a ‘real’ event, and this number was almost surpassed in just one event this term. 

School attitudes to attending CPD and events varies but it is clear that there is ‘pent-up’ demand, 

and the concentration is on those pupils with the greatest need. The pandemic has also cemented 

the role of the SSP in working to provide school to community links and support Salford 
organisations. 
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APPENDIX ONE 

SALFORD NATIONAL SAM SURVEY RESULTS May 2021 

The SAM survey was only open for one week and 77 Salford Schools completed it.  (Either the Head, 

SLT or PE Leads). (2,647 schools completed it Nationally) 

Survey Completed by 77 schools 

Primary 87%, Secondary 8%, Special 5% 

Pupil Social Interaction is: 

A lot worse than before Lockdown: 13% 

Worse than before Lockdown: 29%  

The same as before Lockdown: 38% 

Better than before Lockdown: 13% 

A lot better than before Lockdown: 8% 

Pupil Resilience is: 

A lot worse than before Lockdown: 13% 

Worse than before Lockdown: 53%  

The same as before Lockdown: 25% 

Better than before Lockdown: 9% 

A lot better than before Lockdown: 0% 

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement: Pupils have put on excessive 

body weight during lockdown? 

Strongly agree: 31% 

Agree: 52% 

Disagree: 6% 

Strongly Disagree: 0% 

Don't Know: 10% 

83% of Salford schools report pupils putting on excessive body weight (National is 66%) 

The Fundamental Movement Skills of Pupils are: 

A lot worse than before Lockdown: 18% 

Worse than before Lockdown: 68%  

The same as before Lockdown: 14% 
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Better than before Lockdown: 0% 

A lot better than before Lockdown: 0% 

86% of Salford schools report movement skills are worse (National is 67%) 

Thinking about your pupil's physical fitness; is it: 

A lot worse than before Lockdown: 30% 

Worse than before Lockdown: 60%  

The same as before Lockdown: 9% 

Better than before Lockdown: 1% 

A lot better than before Lockdown: 0% 

90% of Salford Schools report a decline in fitness. (National is 84%) 

Thinking about your pupil's Physical Activity levels: are they doing? 

A lot less than before Lockdown: 30% 

A little less than before Lockdown: 32% 

The same as before Lockdown: 18% 

A little more than before Lockdown: 13% 

A lot more than before Lockdown: 6% 

Pupil general wellbeing is: 

A lot worse than before Lockdown: 10% 

Worse than before Lockdown: 51%  

The same as before Lockdown: 35% 

Better than before Lockdown: 3% 

A lot better than before Lockdown: 1% 

61% of Salford Schools reported general well-being had regressed. (National is 60%) 

 

APPENDIX TWO 

Mini PE Conference Monitoring Statistics 2021 (Hotel Football, 25th June) 

During the planning of the Mini PE Conference, we were fully booked with a maximum of 50 people 

which meant the event was running at 50% capacity in line with covid secure measures. In the 2 

weeks leading up to the event 15 people withdrew due to bubble closures, self-isolating or covering 

for staff who were self-isolating. As a result, 36 people attended with 30 of these being Subject 
Leaders, representing just under half of the Primary schools in Salford.  
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Workshop evaluations rated usefulness, quality, tutor competence and overall satisfaction at 100%. 

Of these ratings 92.1% were excellent and 7.9% good. There was no pattern or single factor 
identified as falling below excellence, as good gradings were given to a range of criteria.  

Reported Impact on practice 

66.6% recorded the impact they expected the conference to have on their practice with the 
following feed-back: 

Pedagogy: improve lessons offered; ideas on curriculum development with an emphasis on 

inclusion; review intervention provision; lots of ideas on how to drive PE and Sport forwards; has 

given strategies to move forward after the pandemic; given food for thought on the direction I want 
the curriculum to go in and the activities offered 

Attitude: would like to have speaker to share his story back at school; an inspirational and insightful 

day 

Resources: use flag as a new activity in lessons; develop orienteering in an easier way for teachers to 
use 

Competence: clarity on the effective use of sport premium; understood practical ways of making 
lessons inclusive 

The Mini Conference as an event 

Again evaluations on the event as a whole including the inspirational speaker, variety of workshops, 

catering, venue and organisation had a 100% satisfaction rate. Of these ratings 86.2% were excellent 

and 13.8% were good. Of the good ratings almost half related to the variety of workshops on offer 

and the suitability of the venue. In context the delegates completing the evaluations have attended 

our larger conference in normal times where we usually have a choice of 6 workshops to choose 

from. There was little practical space at the venue which delegates are used to having at our 
conferences. No other patterns can be identified in the good responses.  

Since the event we have received several emails and messages thanking us for the event, saying how 
much the delegate had enjoyed the event and telling us the value they had gained from attending.  

General Comments added to evaluation forms: 

Very enjoyable; fantastic experience; great/brilliant/excellent day as always; new activities delivered 

well; thanks for the updates/support/organisation during another difficult year; thank you so much 
for your time and effort; inspirational and insightful; amazing food! 

Overall Conclusions Based on Monitoring Information: 

1. The conference was well attended with all delegates attending on the day, which is 
astounding in the present climate of unpredictability.  

2. The impact of attendance challenged pedagogy, altered attitudes and perceptions, provided 

resources and improved competence. 

3. Overall satisfaction was 100%, indicating that the quality of what delegates received as an 
overall experience was highly valued. 

4. In planning a future and probably larger event the suitability of the venue would need to be 

considered due to the relative lack of practical space and the limit that would put on number 



   Report to Public Health November 2021 School Sports Partnerships in Salford (SSP) 

 

of workshops available for a larger number of delegates. However, for the purposes of the 

mini conference it was almost ideal and good value for money.  

 


